Name:__________________________

Date:_______________
ABE 4 an 5 Active Reading Checklist--How You Can Become a Better Reader

	Strategy
	Do Already 
	Sometimes
	Never

	1. I usually find out about the writer. I know that a writer’s age, background, and personal history affects their opinions. 
	
	
	

	2.  I read with an open mind. I do not expect to be entertained, but want to understand.
	
	
	

	3.  I skim to get general ideas about the writing and subject. I read the headings and the first sentences of paragraphs first. I estimate how long I must read to complete all reading in one sitting.
	
	
	

	4. I ask myself what I already know about the subject because this will help me get interested. Also, I know this will help me remember what I read. 
	
	
	

	5. I ask myself questions that the reading might answer so that I can get interested in what I read.
	
	
	

	6. I use strategies to understand words that I don’t know. I don’t stop to use the dictionary while I am reading unless a word keeps me from understanding an important idea. Instead, I search for 'context clues' or take the words apart to understand their pieces.
 I underline words I don’t know or make lists of words so I can look them up later.

	
	
	

	6. I read as slowly as the difficulty of the reading demands because I know that some reading takes longer than other types. 
	
	
	

	7. After I skim, I read material once—quickly. Then I read it a second time and take notes (or to write in the margins and underline if I own the book). I know that when I am reading for an academic reason, I read to understand. I do not expect to be entertained. 
	
	
	

	8. I complete an entire chapter, story, or article in one sitting, so that I can more easliy remember it.
	
	
	

	9.  To increase memory, I immediately review what I read. I review my margin notes and underlining.
	
	
	

	10. After I read and review, I think about what I have read. I think about  the ways it relates to other parts of my life, my beliefs, and to other things I  have learned.
	
	
	


(abe.active reader checklist.doc,  f 08 rvs)

