Summary and Annotation:
Summary and annotation (note-taking) are related. If you take notes (annotating) by focusing on the information that is important to the author’s main point, then you can easily write a summary from these notes. This is because a summary IS the main point and the major supporting detail; it leaves out the non-essential information. Examples-- or too many of them-- are unnecessary in a summary. A summary is usually about a quarter of the length of the original piece.
Here is a health related paragraph about Epidemics. Read it, underline the information that you think should be included in a summary. Then use the information that you underlined to write a summary in YOUR OWN WORDS. Be a brief as possible but include all the important information.

Epidemics
Epidemics are diseases that spread quickly from person to person and affect large groups of people. Ebola is an example of a current epidemic that is currently affecting mostly African people. AIDS is an epidemic that has spread throughout the world. Once a person is in contact with others who have the disease, he or she might become infected. However, diseases are spread in more than one way. Being exposed to body fluids like saliva, semen, or blood can spread some diseases like the common cold, flu, or STDs. Another way that diseases can be spread is through a “host” like a mosquito or flea. Lyme disease and rabies are two diseases spread this way. Another way of getting a disease is inhalation; people can inhale a virus from the air after someone sneezes or coughs. Colds and flus are spread this way, as well. Finally, eating foods contaminated with germs also spreads diseases like food poisoning, paralytic shellfish poisoning, and Mad Cow disease.
Summary Outline ( worksheet for you to plan your summary): 
From your annotations, fill in the blanks below.
The subject is______________________________________
The main point about the subject is ________________________________________________________________
The major supporting details are 1________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________2________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________3___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
On a separate paper, use the above outline to write sentences that tie together and summarize the paragraph about epidemics. Attach this to the final draft (finished copy) of your summary and turn it in. Include your name and date on the top line.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Epidemics
Epidemics are diseases that spread quickly from person to person and affect large groups of people. Ebola is an example of a current epidemic that is currently affecting mostly African people. AIDS is an epidemic that has spread throughout the world. Once a person is in contact with others who have the disease, he or she might become infected. However, diseases are spread in more than one way. Being exposed to body fluids like saliva, semen, or blood can spread some diseases like the common cold, flu, or STDs. Another way that diseases can be spread is through a “host” like a mosquito or flea. Lyme disease and rabies are two diseases spread this way. Another way of getting a disease is inhalation; people can inhale a virus from the air after someone sneezes or coughs. Colds and flus are spread this way, as well. Finally, eating foods contaminated with germs also spreads diseases like food poisoning, paralytic shellfish poisoning, and Mad Cow disease.

